More parking misery for students
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by Mary Sweeney

Harrow students and staff could face more parking restrictions if a building plan for a new hall of residence goes ahead.



The construction of a new multi-million pound hall of residence for Harrow Campus may result in the temporary closure of 35 parking spaces.                                            (original article pictured above)
Plans are still being finalised for the building project, which will increase the current halls capacity by a third.                                            


The proposed site is the grass area between the current halls of residence and the sports hall. The new 150-capacity block will join onto the existing one and work is expected to start within the next three months.

Campus Services Manager, Peter James, said: “We hope that construction will begin within the next three months or sooner to ensure it is ready for September 2005.”

Half of the car park by M block will shut to give the builders access to construction offices on the gravel car park, and a new two-way road system will be put in place. Staff and student drivers will enter and leave campus by the current entry road, while works traffic will enter and leave the site by the current exit road.

A barrier is to be placed to ensure that no one can park in the area. Mr James added: “It is estimated that the car park will be out of bounds to staff and students for up to 12 months while construction takes place.”

This is the second reduction in parking facilities on campus within a year. Brent Council ordered the university to shut the gravel car park opposite the current halls of residence in June 2003, reducing the number of spaces available from 593 to 435.







