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Hefty bill for university

by Mary Sweeney

The university is facing a repair bill of over £2,000 after all three car parking machines on the Harrow campus were vandalised.

Staff and students using the car park were able to park for free until last Wednesday because the machines were out of order.          (original article pictured above)

Campus services manager Peter James said: “I’ve worked on this campus for ten years and this is the first time that the parking machines have been vandalised.”

The vandals used a power drill to open the steel door and took money from a secure metal box. The first attack occurred on the evening of Monday 19 January, with the second attack taking place the following Monday.

Campus staff discovered the third and most recent break-in last Tuesday morning. Over £400 has now been stolen in a six-week period.

The university is currently looking at CCTV footage to identify the culprits, and is also taking measures to make the parking machines more secure. The doors on the machines are to be reinforced with an extra steel plate, making it more difficult for vandals to drill through the door. 

Mr James told Westminster News Online that he hopes to have all three machines operating again very soon. In the meantime, car park patrons can use the machine in the main car park, which was repaired last Wednesday.
