	


	MARY SWEENEY

Scripter, Audio Description, Red Bee Media – redbeemedia.com

Contact details:

07761 530150

mary.sweeney1@virgin.net
Blog/Portfolio:

www.marysweeney.net


STRENGTHS

· Excellent organisational skills, able to work alone or in a team, & adept at working to deadlines

· Experience of working in various media: print, online, radio, and TV

· Tenacious and resilient with a flexible attitude and exemplary commitment levels

HIGHLIGHTS

· Worked for major companies including Red Bee Media, The Independent, and GCap
· Researcher for the university guidebook series, ‘The Push Guides’
· 2006 BT Digital Music Awards – ‘Best Radio Station’ nomination (pulserated.com)                                
· 2004 Guardian Student Media Awards - ‘Best Student Website’ nomination (wnol.co.uk)

CAREER HISTORY
Sub-Editor (Freelance), SPIKED





Mar 2010 - present
· Sub-editing all copy for extreme sports magazine, SPIKED

Scripter, Audio Description, Red Bee Media



Nov 2009 - present

· Producing Audio Description scripts for the BBC, Channel 4, UKTV, and Five

· Writing/versioning well-timed and appropriate descriptions for a variety of programming

· Delivering files for TX

Planning Assistant (UKTV), Red Bee Media



Apr 2007 – Oct 2009

· Handing editorially accurate and correctly timed schedules to Playout Suites for transmission

· Working across the following channels: Style, Bright Ideas, Documentary, People, Eden, Blighty, YeSTERDAY, and the successful launch of new factual channels (Eden, Blighty)
· Dealing with UKTV to deliver required programme planning services
Content Editor/Music Assistant, pulserated.com 



Mar 2006 – Mar 2007

· Researching & writing news stories, interviews & features about unsigned music artists 
· Uploading content to pulserated.com, producing press releases, staff photographer
· Working with Oxfam on Oxjam, producing daily news content for our Oxjam mini-site
Researcher, Push Guides (Independent News & Media)


Dec 2005 – Feb 2006

· Collecting statistics for the book, ‘The Push Guide To Which University 2007-8’

· Making site visits to universities, interviewing staff & students to gather accurate data

PR Assistant/Radio Trainer, Mike Owen Media



Aug 2003 – Aug 2004
· Press accreditation co-ordinator for GCap’s ‘Party in the Park’, writing press releases
· Teaching research and audio editing skills to teenagers on a radio summer school project

Linguistics Researcher, Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam


Aug 2003

· Conducting further linguistics research at the request of Dr Rupp, Vrije Universiteit

· Collecting audio from previous group of speakers, transferring audio to CD from MD

Promotions Manager, FM 106.6 The Storm (GCap)



Aug 2002 – Sep 2002

· Increasing audience and listener interaction through organising prizes for giveaway on-air

· Writing promotional copy and distributing publicity leaflets in RSL transmission area

Linguistics Researcher, University Of Essex



Apr 2002
· Interviewing 12 speakers from my home town, successfully eliciting 45 minutes of natural speech per participant (the data is used for teaching an accents and dialects course)

EDUCATION AND OTHER EXPERIENCE

London School of Journalism, Maida Vale





2008

Certificate: News & Features Journalism (A*)

University of Westminster, Harrow





2003 - 2004

PTC Postgraduate Diploma: Periodical Journalism (merit)

University of Essex, Colchester






1999 - 2002 

BA (Hons): English Language & Linguistics (2.1)

Stafford College of Further Education, Stafford




1996 - 1999

'A' Levels: English Language: B, Media Studies: D, German: C 

Chasetown High School, Burntwood, Staffs




1991 – 1996

8 GCSEs (including English Language: B, Maths: C)

Office skills:

· Microsoft Office, CMS, Adobe Audition, Adobe Photoshop, AD software, PC & MAC OS  

· Teeline shorthand and fluent touch typist

Work experience:

· Music Week (CMPi)

· Bizarre magazine (Dennis Publishing)

· The Fly magazine (MAMA Group)

· Student Broadcast Network

· Various local newspapers

Voluntary work:

· Media officer and committee member for The Royal Windsor Rollergirls
· PR Co-ordinator for the band Rue Royale – scoring airplay on Xfm and BBC 6Music
· Publications Co-ordinator for University Radio Essex (URE)

· Student representative at college and university

Interests:

· Skater with Berkshire’s roller derby league, The Royal Windsor Rollergirls
· 1st Dan black belt and qualified umpire in Tae Kwon Do – competed and umpired in tournaments at local and national level

· Other interests: Music, photography, vegan cookery, comedy, reading, travelling, blogging

REFERENCES

· Stephen Taylor, Red Bee Media, Broadcast Centre, Wood Lane, London W12 7TP stephen.taylor@redbeemedia.com / 07740 085977

· Marina Lois, Marina Lois Events, c/o 102 Talesin Court, Chandlery Way, Cardiff CF10 5NJ marinalois1@gmail.com / 07976 846109

