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Former Essex Uni student Alison Mulrooney has graduated from student radio…to national radio.

The 23 year old, originally from Rainham, Kent, now presents the Hot 30 Countdown which can be heard on SGR Colchester, owned by national radio group GWR.  The show is syndicated nationally to all other GWR owned stations.

The former literature student worked at University Radio Essex (now known as RED) from ’98 – ’99, working her tongue around six hours of shows a week, after deciding that too much time in the SU was not a good thing.

Alison said: “I did URE in my third year, I thought I should stop drinking so much and do something useful!  So I got a job behind the SU Bar and did URE for my final year at university.”   (original article)
And it paid off – in 1999 she won the award of URE Presenter of the Year, and later that year went on to gain a nomination for Best Newcomer at the Student Radio Association Awards.

After graduating, Alison went on to work for 12 months at Youth FM, which broadcasts on Sky Digital, travelling worldwide to present shows from major cities around the UK.

Alison said: “I would say to anyone doing student radio, do what you want, experiment, break the rules, you won’t be allowed to do much of that stuff when you have a boss in a real job – so go for it on student radio, have fun and use it to your advantage.”

She added: “It was about amusing myself but also amusing others, you think you’re in your own little world till someone in the bar comes up to you and says, ‘Heard what you said this morning mate and I couldn’t stop laughing’ and then you think – cool!  I don’t think there’s any better job I could do.”

To hear Alison on the Hot 30 Countdown, tune in to SGR Colchester every weekday at 7pm.

Words: Mary Sweeney

View the original article here (page 13): http://su.essex.ac.uk/Rabbit/archive/parklife2001/PARKLIFE4.pdf
