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What you think about…naming paedophiles

The News of the World caused quite a stir last weekend when it published 49 photographs of known paedophiles in a ‘name and shame’-style article.

Journalists at the newspaper said they had thought long and hard about publishing the piece and that a public opinion poll showed people being in favour of such a step.

However organisations such as Childline attacked the article, claiming it would have an adverse effect, driving paedophiles underground.

Newsletter reporters, Mary Sweeney and Chris Lock, interviewed the people of Stafford to find out their opinion.

          (original article)

William Hogg, from Stafford, said: “I think paedophiles should be kept in more secure places.  I have grandchildren myself, so it is something that does concern me.  Perhaps if the police knew where they were all the time, maybe by putting tags on them, that would be a good idea.”

Clement Smith, from Eccleshall, said: “Anything that reduces the threat of these criminals is good.  If the News of the World feel that they can do something to help by doing this, then I wish them the best of luck.  And if the paedophiles were to be driven underground, then the police should be able to find them anyway.”

Irene Rennie, from Stafford, said: “I did not see this article, but I think they should put paedophiles in a cell and leave them to rot.  It is not safe for kids to walk down the street these days and that is worrying.”

Shirley Watson, from Stafford, said: “The News of the World article was a bit over the top.  It seems like persecution, but it is not exactly unnecessary.  The murder of Sarah Payne has set everybody off.”

Peter Fraser, from Wildwood, said: “I agree with what the News of the World have done.  Children come first and the police are thin on the ground.  They say they are going to watch them but the public should know if they are living next to someone who could snatch their kids.”

